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[image: image5.wmf]MrS.OROW’s honor CHEMISTRY 
Classroom Guidelines 
Welcome to Honor Chemistry.  It is my goal to give you a background in chemistry that is educational and challenging as chemistry is considered to be a college preparatory class.
Rules and Procedures:

1. ALL SCHOOL RULES APPLY and IDs must be visible at all times (Except during labs)
2. Come to class prepared (Book, pencil, paper, homework, notebook, calculator, etc.)

3. Students are expected to behave appropriately/respectfully so as not to interfere with the educational rights of all students.

4. Assignments will be due at the beginning of the class period unless told otherwise. Late assignments are not acceptable but often taken for a late penalty.   
5. Absolutely NO: food, beverages, candy/gum, Electronic Communication Devices ECD, hats, coats, backpacks, open toed shoes, and other distractions from learning.  OSHA
6. Passes will not be given unless there is an absolute necessity.   NO ID = NO PASS
7. When the bell rings class is not dismissed until the teacher dismisses the class. (Be seated)

8. All Students must take and pass a safety test prior to working in the lab, as well as, sign a safety contract.  Additionally, students may be responsible for incurring some cost for lab breakage.
9. Violation of School and Class rules may result in: calls home, detentions, referrals, or suspensions

10.   Teacher may make additions or deletions to these rules at any time.   

Attendance and Chemistry:

11.  Students must be in class to learn chemistry.  Missing out on lectures, labs, homework, review and other educational opportunities will adversely affect a student’s grade in chemistry.

12.  Students are expected to be in their seat and ready to begin class when the bell rings, not in the hallway or doorway.  Arriving tardy is a severe disruption to the educational process.  Each additional Tardy beyond 4 will be issued a detention 

13.   If absent it is the students responsibility to make up missed assignments in a timely manner. 
· One make-up day for each day of absence. 
· Write absent on your paper and the date of absence
· If a student is absent the day of a test they will be expected to make up the test within a timely manner or an F will be given. (If tests have been passed back to class, student may not make up the test.) 
· Unverified absences on test or lab days will result in an F being issued. (With no make up allowed)
While in class and school you are expected to behave in an appropriate manner.  Failure to obey these rules will result in calls home to parents, detentions, and possible removal from class.

Honor Chemistry Semester 1

Chapters: 1-8 
Honor Chemistry  Semester 2

Chapters: 9-16
Textbooks are the responsibility of the student.  A student’s failure to return the same textbook number they received at the beginning of the term will be charged a replacement fee of up to $80 

Supplies: pencils, binder, dividers, papers or notebook, scientific calculator, $5.00 for goggles and other items students may keep.
Binder should be divided in the following sections: handouts, notes, homework, labs, test & quizzes, SSR/ACT
The following grading policy has been developed based on newly adopted Warren Consolidated Schools Grading Policy changes.

WCS GRADING SCALE
98-100% = A+ 
93-97% = A 
90-92% = A- 
87-89% = B+ 
83-86% = B 
80-82% = B- 
77-79% = C+ 
73-76% = C  
70-72% = C- 
67-69% = D+ 
63-66% = D 
60-62% = D- 
50-59% = E 
0- 49% = F

SEMESTER GRADES: 

Each quarter grade is 40% and Final Exam is 20% of Semester grade

QUARTERLY GRADE DISTRIBUTION

Quarterly grades calculated using Total Points based on the following weighted distribution
55% Tests/Quizzes 
Tests and Quizzes are the primary method for determining the level of mastery within the chemistry course.  This category is considered a type of summative assessment and is the most heavily weighted category in the students overall grade determination. Students must earn a passing average on tests in order to guarantee a passing grade in the chemistry course. Stay current with the material being covered.  Do not wait until the last minute to study.   (Students must earn at least a passing average on tests in order to pass the quarter.)
· Test corrections are offered on all tests.  This is an opportunity to correct wrong answers to test problems only. Students may not earn enough points as to achieve full credit for a problem and may not earn more than 10% additional score on their test.   
· Approximately 3-4 tests per card-marking
15% Homework 
Homework and practice tasks are designed to help students master new concepts in chemistry.  These assignments are generally graded based on completeness, effort, neatness, and attention to detail.  Grades on homework tasks do not necessarily reflect mastery of the concepts.  
· Failure to turn in assignments will do great harm to your grade; homework is a method of practicing and using new information to prepare for a test.  Not doing homework leads to poor test scores.  
· Approximately 10-15 assignments per card-marking. Homework should be used as a learning tool.
· Homework graded based on  completeness, use of complete sentences, work shown, and following directions 
20 % Labs 

Laboratory assignments are a type of formative assessment that offers students the opportunity to apply and also form their own learning experiences.  Attendance and participation is critical to success in the lab.  Students must think critically and write detailed explanations for their observations.  Putting extra effort into laboratory work can be a good way to boost your grade; however failure to turn in labs will harm your grade significantly.  
· Make every attempt to be in class on lab days. If absent a student is responsible for the laboratory report/write-up.  
· Students should arrange to make-up missed labs before or after school.  
· Typically 4-6 labs per card-marking.
10 % Notes/Skills/Participation 

This category is considered a type of observational assessment.  Students will be assessed based on completeness of class notes taken throughout the quarter, skills (including but not limited to Sustained Silent Reading and standardized test preparation) and participation.  Participation grades will be given at the end of each card-marking and will demonstrate the extent to which students are properly involved in classroom learning experiences and completion of tasks.   Failure to take notes will influence your grade.  
· Binders are collected once per cad-marking and graded
· If absent when notes are given, students are responsible for making up notebook assignments.  

· Participation will be further discussed in class

· Skills includes: Sustained Silent Reading Activity, Standardized Test Preparation Activities, Lab Skill Development, and more.
Mission:

At Warren Mott High School we are a teaching and learning community devoted to:

· Providing the tools to acquire knowledge,

· Mastering Skills for success in a changing world,

· Encouraging an appreciation for learning for a lifetime.

We Believe:

· We are all teachers & learners.

· Everyone is accountable. 

· A nurturing setting is essential for learning.

· Learning is exciting. 

· Self-discipline leads to success.

· Everyone is needed & important.

We Value:

· Respect for self & others.

· Diversity & unity.

· New ideas & strategies.

· A safe environment.

· Active & productive citizens.

· Honesty & Integrity.

· Pride in who we are and what we do.
Helpful Sites:
www.wcskids.net
www.wcskids.net/wmhs
mrsorowclass.weebly.com
To access Honor chemistry text book on line
http://my.hrw.com
Login: hchemistry3

Password: chemistry

Dear parent/ guardian,

I would like to introduce myself as your son/daughter's Chemistry 1/Honor chemistry teacher for the 2011-2012 school year.  Should you have any questions or concerns throughout the semester please feel free to contact me by email forow@wcskids.net or phone 586-574-3250 ext 13414.  

Chemistry is a challenging course that requires a strong work ethic from students.  It is imperative that students continuously review and study material, and avoid cramming for tests.  Please take a few moments to review the chemistry classroom guidelines and you will see the demand students must put into class assignments and especially preparing for tests.  

Please take advantage of the Parent Portal online program available through www.wcskids.net to monitor your student’s progress throughout the semester. Also, be sure to check out the Warren Mott Website for teacher lesson plans and school information.  My class page may be found at mrsorowclass.weebly.com
Throughout this course students will be performing labs that require the use of hazardous materials.  Students will be made aware of numerous safety guidelines, must sign a safety contract, and must pass a safety test prior to working in the lab.  Before each lab the proper use of safety equipment and the handling of hazardous materials associated with the lab will be reviewed. Please be aware that accidents can and do occur and that I suggest students not wear their best or most expensive clothing on lab days.
 If students need additional assistance, the use of study round up and tutoring is strongly encouraged.   
Sincerely,

Florence s. Orow
Chemistry Teacher

Warren Mott High School

Please fill out and return this slip. 
I ________________________________________ (Print student name) understand that in order to do well in Chemistry 1/Honor Chemistry it will take a commitment on my part to complete all assignments, class notes, and to prepare for  tests.

Signed: __________________________ (student signature) Date: ____________

I __________________________________ (Parents please print your name) have received and read the letter stated above and reviewed the classroom guidelines my son/daughter showed me. 

Signed: ___________________________ (parent signature) Date: ____________ 
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